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MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSIONER — TIM MARNEY 
Statement by Parliamentary Secretary 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.04 am]: I rise to express my 
thanks and gratitude to the outgoing Mental Health Commissioner, Tim Marney. Mr Marney was appointed to the 
Mental Health Commission in February 2014, following a lengthy stint at the Western Australian Department of 
Treasury, at which he held the position of Under Treasurer from 2005 to 2014. During his time as commissioner, 
Mr Marney has been instrumental in significantly improving the way the state government delivers mental health 
and alcohol and other drug services across the sector. 
One of his first major accomplishments was overseeing the merger of the Mental Health Commission and the 
Drug and Alcohol Office in 2015. This was a major step in acknowledging that at least 30 per cent to 50 per cent 
of people with an alcohol or other drug problem also have a co-occurring mental illness. As a result of this merger, 
alcohol and other drug issues now play a bigger role in setting, and leading, initiatives and policy. One of 
Mr Marney’s many accomplishments also includes the development of the 10-year plan for mental health and 
alcohol and other drug services. This is the roadmap we now use for service development in Western Australia. From 
this he built the Mental Health Commission as an organisation equipped with the right people and relationships to 
successfully implement the 10-year plan. 
Over the last five years, Mr Marney has managed a 28 per cent per cent increase in state funding to deliver a range 
of new and advanced services that have improved outcomes for people experiencing mental health and alcohol 
and other drug issues. This increase allowed for the introduction of several initiatives, as he led the shift away 
from institutionalised care to more community-based care, centred around the individual. He introduced 
community mental health step-up, step-down services to Western Australia, a new type of service that provides 
a stepping stone between community and hospital for people experiencing mental health issues. He also established 
the police mental health co-response service, which sees police officers and health professionals working together 
for the very first time. Mr Marney also led the introduction of co-design, ensuring that those people who use the 
service help develop it. He has successfully embedded co-design of policy and services into the Mental Health 
Commission’s operations, and I look forward to this being embedded across government. 
With his departure, Mr Marney leaves a legacy of improved services and enhanced outcomes for mental health 
consumers in Western Australia. Since we came to government in 2017, Mr Marney has been a trusted adviser to the 
Minister for Mental Health and me. We have relied on his vast knowledge and expertise many times throughout this 
period. Mr Marney recently told the minister, “I’m a public servant, I’ve always been a public servant and I always 
will be.” Tim has served Western Australians in the public service for 26 years. I would like to take this opportunity 
on behalf of the government to thank Mr Marney for his service then, now and into the future. Thank you. 
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